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NOT JUST MEETING 
TOGETHER: being partners together
Barry and Lydia met while serving 
overseas but are currently based in 
Lancashire.

Often the word ‘fellowship’ is used rather 
lightly, for example for five minutes’ chat 
after the prayer meeting. The scriptural 
meaning of the word, however, is much 
stronger.

The New Testament uses several words 
which in the Greek all come from the 
same root ‘koin-’. The key seems to be 
participating in something together, rather 
than just meeting together.

1.  Fellowship inevitably means sharing 
together. So Paul was able to say that 
Titus ‘is my partner and fellow worker’ 
(2 Cor. 8:23). In the same way James 
and John were Simon’s partners 
(Lk. 5:10). On a deeper level the writer 
of Hebrews informs us that his readers 
were standing side by side with those 
who were enduring persecution 
(Heb. 10:33). Fellowship means that 
we love one another as Christ loves us. 
We are commanded to be willing to lay 
down our lives for our brethren.
Both in church history and in WEC’s 
own history we find Christian workers 
who have been willing to lay down 
their lives alongside their fellow 
workers. They chose to fellowship with 
them in their final hour.

2.  Another deep meaning of fellowship is 
that because we receive a share, we 
have the reciprocal responsibility to 
give a share. (2 Cor. 9:13). Overseas 
workers appreciate the obedience of 
many at home to the instruction in 
Phil.1:5 ‘…because of your partnership 
[fellowship] in the gospel from the first 
day until now…’

SHARING JOYS 
AND SORROWS

Fellowship has a lot of ingredients 
but included in there are 
openness and carrying one 
another’s burdens.

Andrew Bowker, 
WEC Publications Manager.

Fellowship for me is about 
building real friendships that 
encourage me, stimulate me. I 
think too that the whole level 
of sharing in fellowship helps to 
keep me on track and focussed 
on my vision. I find that WECers 
who have the same passion and 
vision can be a real blessing to me 
in my ministry, taking me forward, 
making sure I’m doing the right 
thing.

Norman Cuthbert, 
Regional Coordinator, 

Northern Ireland.

Fellowship is about shared 
experiences through good times 
and hard times; praying, planning 
and building faith together.

Anon

Different ministries, 
temperaments, people working 
together successfully to a 
common aim – that’s fellowship.

Viv Whitton, 
WEC Network coordinator

Fellowship is remembering, and 
being remembered by, people 
you haven’t seen for years. 

Peter Wilson, 
church-planter, WEC Japan

Peter and Amelia Gordon live in 
Ireland but have served in South 
Africa and still make ministry 
visits.

Before we joined WEC, we had plenty of 
opportunities to experience cross-cultural 
living having lived in Great Britain, Australia 
and both parts of Ireland. We both came 
to the Lord when we moved to Northern 
Ireland at the start of the ‘troubles’ in 
1968. Living in a predominantly nationalist 
community, friendship across the cultural 
divide saw us through difficult days. It 
was the Roman Catholic community that 
rallied round in support when we were 
petrol-bombed. 

Having experienced so many cultural 
changes, the wider experience of WEC 
fellowship allowed us to grow some 
more. Some highlights:

   Koreans are everywhere and, for a 
mono-cultural people, have to be 
the most friendly people there are. 
But beware, whenever they offer to 
prepare a meal for everyone, it will be 
Korean cooking, which is a challenge 
for the unadventurous like Peter. 

   Our team went away together once 
a year, usually to a game park. On 
one weekend prizes were offered for 
finding various items such as animal 
dung, or the longest thorn. I won 
a prize for finding a skull! Another 
weekend took us to a farm where 
only the oldest members of the team 
seemed fit enough to complete the hill 
climb! 

   It was a tradition in our team that 
the person who was leaving chose 
how the farewell was to be held. 
Science fiction films, Chinese meals 
and energetic games of tenpin 
bowling tested the endurance of team 
members! 

   Away from home sport brings 
WECers together (especially the men) 
as we take opportunities to watch 
international competitions around the 
television. It is interesting to see which 
nationalities support which teams. 
Before each match we should all re-
read the paragraph in our Principles & 
Practice on there being no nationalistic 
emphasis in WEC! 

   Many of the younger singles and 
couples, especially those far from 
home for the first time, appreciate 
having substitute parents or 
grandparents to talk things over 
with. But beware, Amelia is the 
matchmaker! 

The big blessing of an international 
fellowship is that it is the Lord who has 
brought us together, giving us shared 
experiences of His provision, care and 
guidance, so providing us with a ready-
made bond.  

service where we all met together from 
something like 25 nations and probably as 
many denominations. Just to be together 
and remember our Redeemer was far 
more special than in our home situation. It 
was certainly worth the several thousand 
miles of travel from home just for that!

One also appreciates in a deep way the 
casual fellowship together of twos or 
threes over a shared meal, picnic, a walk, 
or even an evening playing board games. 
In our case, ‘the odd game of Scrabble with 
a colleague’ led to our marriage!

Sharing with the needy folk in the country 
of our calling is an obvious privilege. The 
excess jumper, the unwanted shoes, the 
radio they need more than we do often 
gives joy. And yes, this sharing may lead to 
a closer bond along with an opportunity to 
share the Lord Jesus.

The fellowship of suffering 
One form of fellowship we would all fight 
shy of is the ‘fellowship of suffering’. One 
evening, several years ago, Lydia’s peace 
was shattered when seven men broke 
into her house in Asia. Her belongings 

were stolen whilst she was threatened 
by a gun and knives. (The gun was later 
exchanged for a table fork causing a little 
amusement during the ordeal.)

It helped that Lydia had a colleague 
with her. Both were tied up and 
unceremoniously dumped onto the toilet. 
During that entire time their fellowship 
together, whilst not being of their 
choosing, did support them.

‘More than I ever leave behind’
In my very first team there were two 
males who had the same names as two of 
my brothers. This has become a picture 
of how God gives more than I ever leave 
behind.

I cannot recall a more meaningful 
Christmas with family than the one 
where we workers shared the whole 
day together, praying, sharing, exchanging 
token gifts, playing and eating, thoroughly 
loving and celebrating the exhilarating 
true meaning of Christmas. That was 
fellowship.  

3.  Lastly we have the 
thought of sharing 
or fellowship 
with others in 
fellowship 
meals and prayer 
(Acts 2:42) or in 
gospel outreach 
(Gal. 2:9 and 
1 John 1:3). 

Fellowship 
is vital 
On the field, 
fellowship takes on 
a new dimension 
becoming necessary, 
even vital. What 
does it mean on 
the field where we 
serve?

Without question, 
one of the 
highlights for us 
was the weekly 
Friday worship 
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A TREKKER AT 
CORNERSTONE
WEC Trekker Rebecca Hayden 
describes the blessings of a year 
cleaning a former convent

How do you describe your average 
teenager? Opinionated, arrogant, self-
centred, lazy, insecure? But God is about 
restoring his image in his people and 
sometimes this involves pain. And hard 
work. And cleaning! 

In August 2007 I left Britain to be the 
housekeeper in the WEC Training College 
in the Netherlands. My job included 
changing beds, cleaning toilets, mopping 
floors and peeling potatoes. Needless to 
say it was not cool to tell my friends that 
I was spending my gap year cleaning. I 
was joining a team of volunteers from 
Germany, Italy and Britain. I had never 
met any of them and would live closely 
with them for almost a year. 

Cornerstone College for Intercultural 
Studies is in a former convent. The 
building was huge and a maze – I spent 
the first two weeks walking into cupboards 

also be fun. Students’ practical jokes made 
life less mundane. One morning I found a 
mouse floating in a toilet I was supposed 
to be cleaning. Another day a door of one 
of the rooms disappeared. 

The volunteers were aged from 18-34 
and we all had different backgrounds, skills 
and personalities. Conflict was perhaps 
inevitable and God taught me some painful 
truths about myself. Sometimes I had to 
learn to listen. Other times I had to learn 
to keep my mouth shut! And sometimes I 
had to pray for Holy Spirit power to love 
when I had none and to forgive when it 
hurt. I’d prayed that God would teach me 
patience. All I seemed to learn was how 
impatient I am! But I also had a ‘refresher 
course’ in how patient God is and how 
much he has loved and forgiven me. 

The college became empty in March 
and April when the students went on 
mission trips. The volunteers were the 
‘home team’ who supported the students’ 
work in prayer. We received emails with 
students’ prayer points and then heard 
the answers to our prayers, sometimes 
the very next day! It was an extraordinary 
experience, and I found out a lot about 
God’s power, protection, goodness and 
about how much God is working around 
the globe. 

I met some amazing people through 
the weekly missionary speaker slot, the 

guest lecturers and also the staff (and the 
students). Despite my being there to 
serve, the college went out of their way to 
serve and care for me – it was awesome! 
I struggled to sleep well but I knew I 
was being upheld in prayer. Sometimes 
I would open my door and find special 
Swiss herbal teas or parcels of chocolates 
or invitations to go on a long tiring bike 
ride! 

The other volunteers and I spent many 
happy hours enjoying McFlurrys and cheap 
cheeseburgers at the nearest McDonalds. 
We also watched DVDs and had BBQs, 
culture nights and roadtrips. I attended 
a German church and by the end of my 
year I could understand about half of what 
was being said – I was well chuffed. I’m 
going to particularly miss Christina, the 
German volunteer my age. We enjoyed 
being the only teenagers in the college; 
we laughed together, prayed together, 
cried and talked into the early hours. She 
improved my German and I helped her 
English though by the end of the year she 
was still talking about the ‘wolunteers’ and 
‘wolleyball’ games! 

The teenage anthem is ‘Am I bovvered??’ 
Well, yes I am! In his goodness God has 
given me a perspective outside of my 
narrow selfish teenage world. It’s still a 
work-in-process and I have a long way 
to go but at least I know how to use a 
washing machine!  

expecting staircases and into toilets 
expecting rooms. No two days were the 
same, though they all involved washing 
machines and hard-core cleaning. I made 
a lot of mistakes (I managed to iron my 
hand, for example, and killed almost all 
the college rhubarb). It was often tiring 
and sometimes very boring but it could 

COLLECTIVE STRENGTH
Adapted from an article by Susan 
Sutton. Louis and Susan Sutton 
are USA directors for WEC.

When we lived in Chad, our neighbours 
held an all-day feast to mark a family 
occasion. My husband, Louis, ate there 
with the men before going to work. 

I went over in the afternoon. By this time 
not a man was in sight. Women were 
milling about the courtyard or sitting on 
mats in the shade. I found a vacant space 
to sit among three other women. 

Our mat was near a woman who sat 
on a stool dishing out bowls full of hot, 
savoury meat stew. These bowls were 
taken to others who piled large trays 
full of pancake-like ‘kisar’ with which we 
would eat the sauce. These trays were 
then deftly distributed among the various 
groups. The crowd of bending backs at 
the stew pots never waned. 

Imagine the organisation that such a feast 
requires! Trays, bowls and cooking pots 
by the dozen must be borrowed. They 
must be gathered and washed continually 
to feed this crowd that comes and goes 
all day. A large bull is slaughtered to supply 
the meat, which is in itself a feat requiring 
hours of time. (I know that it was large 
because its four hoofs and adjoining furry 
stumps were lying in a pile right beside my 
mat!) 

Fascinated, I watched the women work, 
eat and chat with each other, and I 
learned to appreciate a new facet of this 
culture. These women have a hard 
life but they know how to come 
together and celebrate. They know 
how to harness their collective energy and 

produce something greater than any of 
them could achieve alone. 

This is a picture of the true force behind 
our effort to spread the Good News. As 
individuals – even as teams – our feeble 

Thank you
Financial Receipts to the WEC UK Finance Office for the months of May-June 2009 

Total receipts: £315,395
including designated gifts: £ 99,801
and personal support: £162,278

We thank God for His faithful provision.

All correspondence about financial gifts for WEC International or for WEC workers 
should be addressed to: The Finance Office, WEC International, Bulstrode, Oxford 
Road, Gerrards Cross, Bucks  SL9 8SZ. 

T: 01753 278109  E: finance@uk.wec-int.org

Please state if a gift is to be designated for an individual, ministry or project. 
Cheques should be made payable to ‘WEC International’. 

Online giving is available at
www.wec-int.org.uk
Click on ‘About WEC’

then on ‘Finance’.

The collective energy of a group can 
bring a fresh stimulus in prayer. 

WEC teams are so thankful for those 
who spend time and energy praying 
for them. Some are family, friends or 
members of their church, but others 
may not know them personally. Their 
strong desire to see Christ honoured 
by people all over the world has led 

them to join a prayer group, meeting 
regularly to pray for situations and 
needs, and relying on God to use their 
prayers in the lives of people whose 
name or culture they may never know. 

Would you like to find a group near 
you? Go to www.wec-int.org.uk/cms/
get-involved/prayer or phone your 
nearest regional contact found on the 
back page of the magazine.

strength isn’t great enough for the task, 
but joined together in prayer we can see 
God do great things.  



WEC’s online 
bookshop is open!
CT Studd, Helen Roseveare, 
Patrick Johnstone and Stewart 
Dinnen are all WEC workers 
whose writings are treasured by 
thousands of Christians around the 
world. Buy these authors and many 
others here. 

  One-stop shopping for all 
WEC Books

 Bargain prices
 Free UK postage

Go to www.wec-int.org.uk/shop/

GET IN TOUCH! WEC regional contacts. For WEC events in your region, 
go to  www.wec-int.org.uk and click on events.

ENGLAND & WALES
London & South-East
Rob & Trudi Parkes
01903 260 236
southeast@uk.wec-int.org
East Anglia
01753 278 103
eastanglia@uk.wec-int.org
Midlands
Francis & Mary Blackmore
0121 352 0256
midlands@uk.wec-int.org

North-East 
0113 282 2291 ext 11
northeast@uk.wec-int.org
North Wales & North-West
Richard & Lenora Priestley
01282 835 400
northwest@uk.wec-int.org
South Wales & South-West
James & Anne McKee
01823 334 235
southwest@uk.wec-int.org

SCOTLAND
Douglas & Jeanette Craig
0141 561 7094
scotland@uk.wec-int.org

IRELAND
Norman & Amy Cuthbert
028 3833 9329
northernireland@uk.wec-int.org
Ben & Maria Power
+ 353 (0)56 776 4445
ireland@uk.wec-int.org

‘Christ does not want nibblers of the possible 
but grabbers of the impossible.’

CT Studd, founder of WEC.

ANNOUNCING:




